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This play is reproduced from an original now in the Dyce 
Collection at South Kensington. The British Museum example 
as a much poorer copy. Indeed, play for play, the Dyce books 
are usually far and away superior in every way as compared 
with B.M. copies. For this reason, though the cost of repro- 
duction is considerably enhanced thereby, and also in spite of the 
fact that there is no proper studio at South Kensington, as at the 
Museum, Mr. Fleming at my request rightly chooses the Dyce 
Bequest copies. There 1s another example in the Bodleian at 
Oxford. 


The “ Knack to Know a Knave” was probably written 
im 1592. 


Comparing this facsimile with the original, there is nothing 
that calls for special remark; the reproduction is generally and 


uniformly good. 
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Supprelling Mnue,chat daplie raignes inds : oe 
Fir, murther we rewarve with’ prefent veath, 


~ np thole that de commit fellonious crimes, eganae 
- ur lawes of England doe awarne them death: one 

— And hee that voeth difpople a Clirgins chatticie, oe 
Mu ipkewile fuffer veath bp lawes vecree, at a 


Ano that decrecis ttreuccable, : ‘ 
Thenas J at Gods Clicegerent beer on.earth, — 


- - 


Chat tyke to Hydras heaves , daplie growes bp one ina anos 
Anb therein makes the land infectious. : ‘hats wun Bots 
Cibich if with goer regard we looke not to, eee 
aCe thall,lpke Sodom, feele that ferte notte, — 
Chat Gor tn Hultice vio inflice onthem, 

Dunfton, aur Graces care herein J much cummnend, 
And England bach tut cauletopaile the Lozpe, = 


owe ble had Sodome bene in fight of Gov, 


aes ron ee 
“a ae r 


aoe ban then bspoubsentie ote a ane, 
‘ * z ae 


sf) 


a ls 


to sorts Knaue, oe 


g will not fap pour Grace voethlo. i es i 
- Perin,. Ro fir, you were not he, © 
 Honeft, &Gihy, if 3 houly, 3 ri nite we mp. wo, 


Gav fpnd a Braue, I feare,before F part, 


King. bp, twbat art thou? 


Honefty, Warp J goe plaine,anv my natie is Honefy, oo 


“friend to pour Grace, but a feets Ktatterers,  . 


nv one that bath a Knacketo know a Knaue, ° “gute pot, He 


Perin, As how fir, bp ‘art,oz by fame Foality qtft Goo hath 
- Dor are forne UiTitian,op {kilo in Giloqnomy,or tn palmtettry 
( For Tam fure,pou can neuer voit by Afronomic, 


Becaule thereare no farrestoknowe aknaue, —- - (coft, ? 
Hon, Crue, but many an honeft man knowes # Ste tobis 
Gnd is neither Ciifitia, Tifognomer,palmetter nop atironomyee rete 


‘But a plaine man ef the-councryp,lpke me, 
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Che earth F meane,fweet mother of vs all, 
ITihom veath authozifed by heauens high power, 
Shall bring at lak,from whence at firlk J came, 
Det eve J preety my lelfe te veath,myp fonnes, 

Giue care , and heare tbat rules ¥ (ee pou vowne, 
Ano fir to chee my foune,chat iivelt bp wait, 

J know thou balk fo many honelt Heights, 

Co hift anv cofen{imoorhlp on chy wit, 
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And when to nrarket tho are {ent with woll, 
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Che waight eile voubie chat itviv before, 
Bucaao mplmecine hep tbe Core, 
-- Bethou a means to let che Weeres at rife, 


Anb currifanour fog che comutions loue, 
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And blinve the mozly with chy bipocrifie : | 
Anwfometime ciue apennie tothe poore, foe 
But lec it be in the Church o2 market place, eat 
That men map pratle thy liberatitic.. 
Speak agatnt tt Utuvle, pet forlake no panes, 
So chou matt gaine cheee Hillings in the pounds 
Carne thou the worl from fin ann vile ercefle, - 
Anv now and chen fpeak againit wgunkennes, 
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Sho by this means chou hall be ecarmen wile, «= 


And with thy purenes blind the peoples eies, = af wit 
But now (np Connes)oifcourle tome in byiefe, - 
Pow port bare liven,and how pou meane ta vie. 


Conicatcher, Cen (father) thus line 3 eee, ? 


Tinto mp Celfe J loue ill to be wile, 
#02 wher F ans detuen co thie fo2 meat 0 cote, 


©) gay apparell to maincaine mebyaue, Oe 


Then voe F flaunt tout about the change, 
As if Y were fome lanven Gentleman, 


And falling in with ome rich merchant theres | 
- - Yrake commodities loz fire menchsday, 


The bill being mane, J mullet to mp hand, 


Cher if I pay noc,chey may burne the banv, 


Farm, Chen father, bark bow % baue profiten, | 
‘Walter port fon that keeps the countrie, ae 
‘A baue ratfen the markets,and opprett che pooe, 
Anp made a thaulany goe from bore ta bopes , 
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Father, F live as Ariftipus div, ¢ ole mp wits to flatter with 
Sf any in priate conference name the king, (the king, 
F fraight informe bis Grace they enuie him: 
Did Sinon line with alt his fubeiltres 
He coulp not tell aflatcering tale moze cunninglies. 
Pome tyme F mote the King to be effeminate, 
Ano (pend bis tyme tuth fome cop Curtizan ¢ 
Thus with the King J currie fauour Gilt, 


Prieft, Quo J among inp brethoen aanehene 


Anv Dea anv nay ques through che worl wither = 
Feo an out we Cocae eye pou, | ac 
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CHith this prouilo,that pau all thall live, 

Ano lead fuchliues as F baue fet pou downe, © 
Carue te pour {elues, and care not whae they fap;. 
Chat bis pou feare the fearful Jusgment dap. ‘ant 


Liue to pour felues while pou have tyme to line, ie 
Get what pou can, butlee pe nothing giues See, 

But bearke my fonnes,me chinks J beare aneple, ap ‘ 
Ano wattlie vifions makes me timerous, | 4 


Ab fee my fonnes, where death,pall Death eppenres, 
To lummon me before afearfull Tusge: Bisa \ibe 
Pet thiuks revenge fants me. SEE STA Ser lee ey 
no cries repent,oz F will punihehees ae ue ee 
‘Op heart is hardened, A cannot repent, Cant 
‘Ab hark, me thinkes the TJuvge oth gine mp poome, 
And J am varincn to ever burning fppes 
” Moule,be thou (afe,and bovie fliecobell, He dyetly 
Enter Deuilsandcarichimaway. | 
Conic, Brether,whp do pou not read comp fathers 
‘Pricft, Crulte mp boeke of erbortation is at mp place of 
Erercife, and without it Fcan doe nothing ¢ Gors ‘peacebee 
within,  €xeunt, - ) 
Enter the King Pilarchus, bisfither,Dunfton seat 
and Attendants. Ba SPD 
King, FE Ather fap on,for new mp leiture ferues, Beas 
Bs Ano Edgar gittes thee leaue to tell thy minde, 
$0) GY perceiue thine cies arefullofteares, 
Tibich howes that manic inward pallions troubles thee, 
Ifanie here haue wronged thine aged peares, 
‘Jn keeping chat fromebee thatisthpbue, ==, 
ame but the man,and as J ain Englands Ring, 
Thou thalt haue allchefauour Jeanthew, 
Father, Chen vertuous Pzince,mpprout of curtelle, 
~— MAhole Fungements,anv whole lawes fo oe 
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Chird of chat name, whom (ome tearmed the Seuere, 
®2 Iyke Vafpafian, Romes vertuous gouernour, 
Wiho for a blowe bis fonne did giue a Swaine, 
Did raighe commaund that be thouly loofe his hanv, 
Shen vertuous Edgar, be Vafpafianonce, 
In siting Centence on a gractielte Cathe, 
Know(vertuous zince chat in mp pride of peares, 
TC hen {utfull plealure pricke mp wanton minde: 
Cuen tr che April of my dourithing time, 
J was betroth,and wenvedtoa wyfe, 
By whome,too fone, ¥F ban that vnkiny bop, | 
CLihole nifobevience to bis aged Spre, t 
— The Low wil plague with coments wople than death, 
This vifobevient chilo,nay bale Abitrauogant, ff teed 
Tihome F with care iv nourilh to this Kate, 
Putt wich a prive,chat opiart Courciers vle, 
And (eeing chat J was brought to pouertie, 
De div refule co know me fo? bis Spre. 
«And when J challenges him bp Matures latves, 

€o peely obedience to his Fathers age, 
He colv me Kraight,be took itn great {cone, 
Ga be begot by one fo bale as J. atid 
Wy ace that ill could brook bis harpe replie, ins 
Din with chis wann(imy Lorn reach him a blows 
But be contrary lawes of God and wien, — subi ot 
oparasrumebmeneire sayeth 200 aey 
Chat with che to earth againe, ; 

Kin, Gnkind Philarchus,bow bat chou mifoon 
Fu wilful vifobedience to thy Spre’* 
Art chou growne proud becaule J fauoured thee’ 
THtby, F can quicklie make thee bare againe, 
Ano chen,F think, bemng in thy foxmer Mate, - 
Thou wilt remember who chp father wass 
And gentle Sophocles,in good tyme J vecount, 
~ Qhy ancient faping,not fo ofd as true, 
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3 mutt intreat pour @race to parpon me, (3 do far ian mp deli * 
King, (bp Dunfton,thou batt founn bs gratious till, 

3202 wil we pull our (ecled loue Frem thee, 

Untill we find chp pealmas contrarte: | 

But if chp parlie be for Echenwald, : tte 

Chat bale villembler with bis foueraigne, er 

Cwere better leaue to (peake in bis ercule, oe BON 

Chan by excuding him game our él wilt; 5 : 

For F am minved like the Qalamanver fone, _ 

Chat fir'd with anger, wil not in batt be quencht: 

Chough war be (oft, ¢apt to recetue any impreffion. 

Wer will haro mettell cake no fogme, except pou melt the fame, 

So Meare mens utinds map moue as thep think good, 

Bur Kings tut poomes are irrevocable. . 

- Dunft, Cis not pnough, where tut noth moue che offence, 
Kin, (iby, Counfellers may not with Kings recap 
Dun, ACounleller map fpeake if he lee his prince offend 
Ree Pah en, fa : 
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Nii sey ee 3 _ ‘Ameticknack | 
- | * ‘Sut Duniton, teaue, pou srge vs otter far, 
Me pardon what is pat, but tpeake no moze 
———-_Dunft, Rap pardon we,fo2 J wil peak ymin, 
- Pour Grace may calf to mind prous Mariusfall, 
Sat theough his wrlfull minv,lolt tpfe and empire, 
Re ~ Sov Nimrod,that butlt huge Babylon, , 
Bast Griaughe to mate a cone co check ee slounes, . 
Sites foone ifmain by onknotone languages: 
ss FOR noone knew what any other (pake, 
hl Setmmndines umeptactan 
Hin bea amet ns 
es 
aa Slip verventieok ames 
[Nb sete mameeatnememe te ne 
art too 
| For F aue (wopne as trulie as F ltue, 
} That F will neuer parvon Echenwald, 
+ Dun, Div pou bue (ce the man,F am affuroe, 
Pou woutls not choole but pardox Ethenwald. ee 
_ per, iby Dunfton, you haue (cene as wel as ¥, 


nig, 


Moat Echenwald bath pifteblen web the King, eae 


| quran Lop, fir cut that Crattor bowne, 
. then will others feare the lpke ampfle, 
Dun, 3 tell thee perin,were the Earle in place; 
_- Rou woulve eat chefe words vetred in his vilgrace,. 
f Veni Afmoroth,¢ tn good time fee where be comes, 
| Here enter Alfrida difguifed with the Deuil,. 
Kin, Sut tel me Dunfton,is this Alfridas 
| Dun, St is mp gratious Loo, ¢ this is Echéwald: 
That layes his break wive open to pour Grace, 
SE fo tt pleafe pour Grace to pardon him, 
King, Des,Dunfton, J am well content te pardon bing, 
| Ethenwald fand bp,and rife bp Alfrida, 
$02 Edgar new giues pardon to pou both, 
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toknowe aknaue, 

Shis wnknowne farour howne Carle Ethenwald, 
$02 which account mp ephew ato my Leif, 
Do peeld both (pes anv goons at pour pifpofe. z 

King, hanks Dunfton fo2 thp honozable loue, 
And chou veleru ft to be aCounfellour, ; 
#02 be delcrues not ether to command, 
What hath no power to maiter his selire, 
02 Locrin being the elveft fonne of Brute, 
Did vote fo far spon an Slmaine mary, 
And was fo rauthe with ber pleafing fight, 
That full (even peares he kept ber ner earth, — 
Cuen in the lpfe time of faire Guendolin: 
CAbhich made the Comnih men to rife in Arines, 
And neuer left till Locrin was flaines 
Anp now though late,at laf J call co minde, 
TWibat weetchevenvsfelleoAoultercrs, - % 
+ Dun, And ifyour Brace cal Abrams tale to mind, 
Chen that Capptian Pharo craued his wife, 
Pou will no poube forgiue mp Mephemes quilt, 
Cho by the mery telt be Hhewed pour Grace, 
Did faue pour Ponour and her chattitic, 

King, We take it fo,and fo2 amends 


—- Ethenwald,gtue me thy banbe and we are frfends, 
— Gnd foue chy tapfe anv line together long, 


#02 Edgar hath fozyot all former wrong. i 
Eth, Thanks gratious King, and bere spon my knee, 


% ret to be vifpafen as pou pleale ; 


Kain, Dnoug Ethenwald,but whe comes here, 


Enter Honefty, 


ne Hon, iby, think 3 baue taken in band an envles tatke, 
~~ Tolmell a Knaue,tis more thana Dog can voes 


Ghaue 1 my {elf of purpole to finde 
A couple of Gnaues, which ave yet behins, — 
Che nert Rnaue fs a Wpiel,calve John che precile, 


That with councerters holinelle blings se i eyes, 
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toknowea Knaue; 


And F wil. peake to him pou map be but hanged, 
* F032 tf pou ould live cill the King granted pour petition, 


Cie verie Rauens would picke out chine efes lining: - 


Gn therefore twere better tre hanged to faue the birbsa 


King. jQow Honefty , hou done,ts bere alls - (labour, 
Honelty. D no,my Lopd,fo2 there are fo manp bebind, 
That Fan affcaibe my worke will neuer have an end; 
But J (ee by che Prielts lookes,be lackes company, 
Seay a whilemp Lor, Ble fetch another prelentlp. 
Kin. Fie,@racelefle man, halk thou no feare of Gov, 
o witholn chee from thefe lawlelle motions, 
EUby,thou Hhaulnt be.as Mellenger of Goo, 
Anv hate veceit and wicked. auarices - 
But thow.art one of thole whote Goo doth hate, 
Ano thy vilde deedes will witnelle gaink thy foules. 
Guo make the mot abominable in his fight, : 


_ That made thee(wretch)but to a better end, 
‘Then thus to wong his facred Deitie, 


ow fie vyon thee monfier of a man, 
That for to natue chp (elfe a priuate caine, 
TCHouloé feeke the budooing of a common wealth, 


And though thou bidten thouland topmencs bere 
—- They cannot quit thee where thou halt eppeare, 


Honeft. & }92!32,though it be long. 9 bane found him at laf, 
But F could not being him with me, 


Gap therefore Fpind a paper on histhoulver, 


SPeaning thereby to marke him fo2 the gallous: 
Wut bute, bere be comes, 
Enter Perin, (me 
King, Chat Perint I cannot ehink that Perin wil be falfe to 
Honit TUHAy no, fo he is falle to bimtetf, lock in bis pocket ¢{ce, 


Chis is but a falle warechat he hath vie, 


Cinknowne to pour MBaiettie,ann leuied great fummes of moncy, 

And bribed vpon pour poore Commons ertreamlie, — 

Dow lay en my Pa this true o} no's | 
ree on siileoy il cr ean wycteb, *f 
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— Snevatefull wretch chat thou art to twine hin that altwates held 
Belceue ab a pur welhauefworn, (thee deere, 


Chat Perin had not hatcht fo bale a thoughe,: 
_ Hon. F,but por Grace fee you are deceiuen, 
But will pour Grace qrane me one boone + 
King, CObats that Honeftys : 
Hon, Chat J map gauethe punithiny of hens, ) 
THbhom Fhauelo laboured tofpnve. 
King. CGith all np bart Honefty, vfe them as thot wilt, 
Hon, 9 thank pour Grace:go fetch the other twos 
Now to pou Cutbert Cucpurle the Conicatcher, 
Thy iusginent ts to and at che Warket crofle, 
And haue chp curfes congue pind to thp bpealt, 
And there to aud for nen to weonder at: 


‘Sil Dwies and night-Rauens picke out chy curies efes, 


Conicatch, Good Monettie be moze merciful, i 
_ Hon, Dou know my mind: D Walter chat wots have moze, 
And pou hall haue iuogement J meane, which is, . 
Co be caried into a copne fielv,and ther pave pour lege and hands 


Cut off, becaute pou loued cozn fo wel,and tyere eft cil the crowes 


pick out thine eies, 


(thereunto, 
Bne nsw to pou that wil do noching except the (pirit mooue pow 
‘Pou hall for abuling the blefien word of Gov, 


Anv mocking the viuine over of Miniftery, 

CUberedy pou haue ted the iqnozant into erreurs, — 

Dou(H fap )as you were Hamlett mpour thamefull vealing, 
Shai to pour thame,¢ the vtter hae of al bad minded men, 


That line as chou hat one, 

) Stauy in Finsburie fielvsneereLonvon, = = = —_ 

“Qn a8 a diflembling ypocrit)be thet te death, 

— Honefty,be moze fauourable than fo, 
on, 


Crulie no,the (pirit voch not meoue me therunte, 


: Bit whos vert, what Perin,a Courtier,anv a Coloner to, 


Dhase a tuvgment pet in Tore for thee, 


. Aun for becaule J twill ole thee fauourablie, 
- Diaith thy tungment is tobe bur hanger, 
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to knoweaKnaue, 


Sut whereseuen at Cyhopne in a good two-peny halter, 
And though pou couln neucr abive the feas, (fheet, 


" ‘Det now againt your wil,pou mutt bear pour faile , namely pour 


Gnv in acatt be towne vp Polburne Hill, 
Could all men living Ipke hele in this lanv, 


-MPirht be iudged fo at Honefties hand, 


Kin, @ell Honeftie come follow bs to Court, 
Rtheee thou Halt be rewarded for chp paine. (lucres fake: 
Hon, % thank pour Grace:pou that wil vamme pour {clues fop 
Ano make no conference to deceite the poores ft eceeee 


Wor chat be enemies of the comunon wealth: 


@o fend cone oucr to inrich the enemies 

And you chat doe abufe the wor of Gov, 

Aud fend ouer woolle and Cin, broad cloath and leav,. 
Anv pou that counterfeyt Rings partie (eales, 

And chereby rob che willing mindes Communaltie,. 
% warne pou all chat vle {uch (ubsill villanie, 
Beware leat pou ipke chele he found by Honeffie, 
Cake heed F (ay, fo2 if I catch pou once, 

Wour bodies Hall be meat for Crowes,, 

And the Deutll (hall baue pour boncs, 

And thus chouch long at latt we make ar env,. 
Deliring you to pardon thats amiffe, 

And wap the worke,chough it be qrofly pend, 

Lauah at the fauits,and weigh it as itis, 

And oneltie wr pray vpon bis knee, 

Gov cut chen off that wrong the I2rince 02 Comminnaletes 
And may ber bayes of blefle neuer haue end, 

Tipott whole Ipfe Co many Ipucs depend, Finis, 


Imprinted at London, by 
Richard Ibones, and are to be fould , at the figne i 


of the Rofe and Crowne, nere toS, Andrewes 
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